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by the nations as a condition of the free development of 
human activity. It was the sacred mission of the peace 
society to wage a campaign for pacific conquests, a mis- 
sion which teas arousing more and more enthusiasm 
throughout the world. His closing sentences were : "We 
must work unceasingly in peace for peace, so that peace 
may become unassailable, and thus uphold a common 
life among the nations. I raise my glass to the success 
of the peace society." 

The Union decided to hold its next conference at St. 
Louis on condition, we understand, that it receive an 
assurance of welcome from the United States govern- 
ment or from Congress. 



The Proceedings of the Twelfth Uni- 
versal Peace Congress. 

The twelfth Universal Peace Congress opened at 
Rouen, France, in the Council Chamber of the City Hall, 
on September 22, at half past nine o'clock. When the 
meeting was called to order the Chamber was well filled 
with delegates from the societies of different countries, 
the number of members enrolled, including adherents, 
increasing to about five hundred before the close of the 
Congress. 

On and in front of the platform were seen an unusual 
number of the veterans of the peace movement, — Fred- 
eric Passy, Hodgson Pratt, Baroness von Suttner, Elie 
Ducommun of the Berne Peace Bureau, Dr. Adolf Rich- 
ter and Alfred H. Fried from Germany, E. T. Moneta 
from Italy, General Tiirr from Hungary, Dr. W. E. 
Darby, Ellen Robinson, Wm. P. Byles, M. P., and Mrs. 
Byles, Dr. G. B. Clark, Henry J. Wilson, M. P., G. H. 
Perris, J. Fred. Green, J. G. Alexander and Felix 
Moscheles from England, Emile Arnaud, Gaston Moch, 
Maria Pognon and Madame S&verine from France, J. 
Novicow from Russia, Houzeau de Lehaie and H. La 
Fontaine from Belgium. There were many compara- 
tively new men and women in the audience, some of 
whom proved to be among the strongest members of 
the Congress. 

The Congress was opened by Mr. Edouard Spali- 
kowski, editor of Le Hepublicain Rouennais, Chairman 
of the Committee on Organization, in a remarkably fine 
address, which we are glad to give our readers in full on 
another page. 

Mr. de Raissac, General Secretary of the Prefecture 
of the Department ( Seine- Inf^rieure) in the absence from 
the city of the Prefect, welcomed the delegates to the 
Department and assured them of his warmest sympathy. 

Mr. Robert, first assistant of the Mayor, in a neat little 
speech welcomed the members of the Congress to Rouen. 
The task which the peace workers had taken upon them- 
selves was, he said, among the noblest of all. Rouen 
was proud to have been chosen as the seat of the Congress. 
Republican France was rightly chosen as the place of 
holding the Congress, on account of the noble propa- 
ganda going on within her borders in favor of the sub- 
stitution of law for force. They all hoped that the 
twentieth century, in its very opening, would see com- 
pletely realized this important reform, the settlement of 
international controversies by arbitration. It was a 
serious matter, in face of nations which respect only 
forts, as President Loubet recently said, for a people to 



lead the way in this matter without sacrificing its se- 
curity. What people would do it? Was it from the 
progress of science, the multiplication of congresses, out 
of which a larger entente among peoples of different 
languages was to arise, that the realization of this mag- 
nificent ideal was to come ? It was difficult to say. But 
the happy consummation would, at any rate, be hastened 
by the deliberations of the Congress there gathered, the 
members of which had come together inspired by the 
noble and wise purposes which have led the peace 
societies to labor in a cause essentially humanitarian and 
democratic. " With a warm heart " he wished all the 
delegates welcome to the city. 

Responses were made to these addresses of welcome 
by representatives from the different countries from 
which delegates had come. 

Prince Albert of Monaco, in whose principality the 
previous Congress had been held, declared himself proud 
of the place which had been given him in the peace 
congresses. The scientific work to which he had de- 
voted himself demanded the triumph of the cause of 
peace over the cruel heritage transmitted by the primi- 
tive barbarism, over the war spirit which poisons the 
fruits of civilization. He was happy to aid in the con- 
test against the old prejudices cherished by men, con- 
trary to the laws of nature ; in the exaltation of justice 
and truth which unite men most widely divergent in 
their origin and characteristics ; in the increase of the 
light which will drive out the tyranny of falsehood and 
of ignorance. " Those noble institutions, the Court of 
Arbitration, the Interparliamentary Conference, the 
Permanent Peace Bureau, all the international associa- 
tions which are making for themselves an ever larger 
place in human affairs, are bringing the germ of a social 
and moral transformation which the scourge of war 
cannot resist." 

Dr. Adolf Richter of Pforzheim, President of the 
General German Peace Society, responding for the 
German delegates, heartily thanked the city of Rouen 
and the government of France for the sympathetic re- 
ception which had been given to the delegates. The 
old Norman capital had once been invaded by the 
English, but the present invasion of British and other 
foreigners was not warlike. They came with the olive 
branch in their hands, and were not to be feared. They 
were the apostles of universal peace. He hoped that 
before long Mr. d'Estournelles de Constant would bring 
to Berlin the same crusade which he had recently carried 
to London. They must not despair; it was the moment 
for courage. The victory would not long delay. Truth 
and justice were marching on toward arbitration and 
peace, and nothing could arrest their progress. 

The Baroness von Suttner, who had recently lost her 
husband, on rising to respond for Austria, was received 
with strong demonstrations of appreciation and sympathy. 
She declared that the partisans of peace in Austria had 
recently had great success, through the meeting of the 
Interparliamentary Conference at Vienna. There was 
no restriction now in Austria on utterances in favor of 
the principle of arbitration. Arbitration had, in fact, 
now become a governmental program. She gave honor 
to the French advocates of peace for the manner in 
which they had led in the cause. Prime Minister 
Combes had recently declared himself a partisan of 
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arbitration. President Loubet had manifested his senti- 
ments by accepting the honorary presidency of the Con- 
gress. She gave voice to the horror felt by all the 
friends of peace over the events now taking place in the 
Balkans, and their condemnation of the insensate action 
of the governments in keeping up the rivalry of arma- 
ments. The cause of peace, however, was making pro- 
gress, and " our incessant propaganda will ere long draw 
the peoples of the world after us." 

Senator Houzeau de Lehaie responded for Belgium. 
His little country had in the past been caught, as it were, 
between the hammer and the anvil, and had been subject 
to the vicissitudes of European wars. It had been differ- 
ent since the country was neutralized, and the majority of 
the Belgians, for whom he spoke, were genuine friends 
of peace. 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, in responding for the dele- 
gates from the United States and giving the greetings of 
the American peace workers, called attention to the 
valuable contributions which the United States had 
made to the cause of arbitration and international friend- 
ship during the past year. The United States and 
Mexico, on the initiative of the former, had referred the 
Pious Fund case to the Hague Court, and thus had set 
an example to the world and put into effective operation 
the permanent international tribunal. Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie, among his other benefactions, had given the sum 
of $ 1,500,000 for the erection of a suitable building for 
the Hague Court, and thus had done much to secure its 
permanence and to promote the further extension and 
application of the principle of arbitration. At the time 
of the unfortunate Venezuela incident the government 
of the United States had thrown the weight of its influ- 
ence in favor of the pacific adjustment of the matters at 
issue, and President Roosevelt and Minister Bowen had 
finally succeeded in securing the adjudication of the 
claims against Venezuela by mixed commissions, and the 
reference of the question of the preferential treatment of 
the blockading powers to the permanent court at The 
Hague. President Roosevelt had greatly honored him- 
self in declining to arbitrate the question himself, as in- 
vited to do, and in insisting upon its reference to the 
permanent international tribunal. The fourth of the 
important contributions to the cause of peace made in 
the United States the past year was the movement in- 
augurated at Boston, through the Legislature of the 
State of Massachusetts, in favor of a regular international 
advisory congress. He recounted the facts of the move- 
ment, the unanimous action of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature in petitioning the Congress of the United States 
to authorize the President to invite the governments of 
the world to unite in creating, in whatever way they 
might judge expedient, a regular international congress, 
to meet at stated periods, to study the questions of com- 
mon international interest and to make recommendations 
thereon to the governments ; and stated that the sugges- 
tion had met with a large amount of public favor wher- 
ever it had become known and properly understood. He 
hoped that what he had said would not be considered as 
uttered in the spirit of " patriotic " boastf ulness, though 
the important events set forth were cause for real grati- 
fication. He appreciated, as did all his American co- 
workers, the splendid work done for the cause of arbitra- 
tion and peace in France and other countries, and felt 



that the time had come when all true patriots, all true 
friends of humanity, should glory in what was done in 
other countries for civilization as well as in what was 
done in their own country. 

Mr. Hodgson Pratt responded for Great Britain in a 
speech which was warmly applauded. After pointing 
out the remarkable progress of the peace movement in 
recent years, he made appreciative reference to the in- 
terchange of friendly visits by King Edward and Presi- 
dent Loubet, to the role of pioneer in the peace cause 
which France had taken, and to the extremely valuable 
cooperation of the workingmen who had recently entered 
the ranks of the peace workers. He prophesied that 
when all working men became convinced of the useless- 
ness and horribleness of war, the governments would be 
powerless, whatever might be their desire, to prevent the 
coming of universal peace. 

General Ttirr presented the greetings of Hungary, and 
spoke at some length on the Macedonian and Bulgarian 
massacres, severely arraigned the " armed peace " of 
Europe, and made a strong appeal to women to use their 
utmost efforts to put an end to horrible war which takes 
from them their husbands, their brothers and their 
children. 

Mr. E. T. Moneta, the veteran Italian peace leader, 
spoke hopefully of the new humanity which the propa- 
ganda of the peacemakers was creating ; said that he ex- 
pected much from the coming visit of Victor Emmanuel 
to Paris, and of President Loubet to Rome ; and made 
the encouraging statement that in Italy at the present 
time friendship for France was becoming practically 
universal. 

Mr. Gaston Moch in a few sentences gave the Con- 
gress the greetings of the peace workers in the Principal- 
ity of Monaco, as did Mr. Brouwer those of Holland. 

J. Novicow of Odessa, one of the most distinguished 
economists of Europe, long connected with the peace 
movement, said that he spoke in the name of one hun- 
dred and thirty millions of mutes, as in his country 
neither speech nor the press had ever been free. But 
the day when the Russian people should be able to speak 
their opinion, the whole country would come over to the 
ranks of peace. 

The last of the responses was by Elie Ducommun, 
secretary of the International Peace Bureau, who last 
year was one of the two recipients of the Nobel Peace 
prize. Bringing the salutations of the friends of peace in 
Switzerland, he declared that the whole of his country 
was on the side of peace ; that arbitration had been in- 
augurated in Helvetia nearly five hundred years ago, 
when the provinces of the little country were divided by 
differences of race and language ; that the cantons had 
come to live together in liberty and peace ; and that what 
had been possible for the provinces of Switzerland was 
possible for the whole world. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE CONGRESS. 

The Congress then proceeded to organize by the elec- 
tion to the presidency of Mr. Emile Arnaud, president 
of the International League of Peace and Liberty. 
Frederic Passy was chosen honorary president. Messrs. 
Spalikowski and Follin were chosen vice-presidents, 
Mr. Elie Ducommun general secretary, and Messrs. Alle'- 
gret and Gouet assistant secretaries. One vice-presi- 
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dent was also appointed for each of the countries repre- 
sented in the Congress. On the nomination of B. F. 
Trueblood, Edwin D. Mead of Boston was appointed 
vice-president for the United States. Madame Maria 
Pognon expressed regret that nobody had thought of 
naming a lady as a member of the Bureau. There were 
women of Rouen and of Havre present who would be 
in no wise out of place by the side of the gentlemen 
named. On her motion Madame Lebail of Havre was 
elected a member of the Bureau, and later in the Con- 
gress Madame Flammarion also. 

On the suggestion of the president, the following tele- 
gram was sent to President Loubet : 

"The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress hereby respect- 
fully conveys to you the expression of its gratitude for your 
pacific action and for the great interest which you have shown 
in its work by accepting the position of honorary vice-presi- 
dent." 

The Congress also sent to Mr. Combes, President of 
the Council of Ministers, the following telegram : 

" The Twelfth Peace Congress respectfully conveys to you 
its gratitude for the formal adhesion which you have given in 
the name of the French Republic to the policy of initiative in 
favor of arbitration and peace, and for the proof of its interest 
which the government has given to this great international 
assembly by having itself officially represented at Rouen and 
at Havre." 

Madame Severine, in a few eloquent words, recalled 
the action of President Roosevelt in the Venezuela affair 
as it had been given in the remarks of Dr. Trueblood, 
and proposed that a telegram of felicitation be sent to 
him. Her suggestion was enthusiastically accepted, and 
the following telegram prepared and sent : 

"President of the Republic of the United States, Washington : 
"The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress, after having heard 
through the delegates from the United States of your generous 
initiative in favor of the tribunal at The Hague, respectfully 
conveys to you the expression of its profound gratitude." 

KEPOET OF THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE BUREAU. 

The annual report of the Peace Bureau on the events 
of the year relating to the subject of peace was then read 
by the secretary, Mr. Ducommun. This able report, 
which is too long to be given here in full, dealt in a 
very forcible and interesting way with such subjects as 
the Pious Fund Arbitration, the Japanese House Tax 
Case, the Venezuelan Incident, the Macedonian Question, 
the Far Eastern Russo-Japanese Trouble, etc. 

THE COMMISSIONS. 

Three Commissions were then named to prepare the 
business for the Congress, one on Questions of Actuality 
(A), one on Questions of Legislation (B) and the other on 
Propaganda (C). As far as possible one delegate from 
each country was placed on each of these Commissions. 
From the United States, B. F. Trueblood was placed on 
the Legislation Commission, Professor J. C. Bracq on that 
on Questions of Actuality, and the Countess di Brazza 
(and later Mrs. Mead succeeding her) on the Propaganda 
Commission. These Commissions met during the after- 
noon and began their labors, which continued daily 
during nearly the whole of the Congress and proved to 
be very arduous. The serious work of the Congress was 
really done in the committee rooms. 

RECEPTION BY THE MUNICIPALITY. 

In the evening a grand reception was given the mem- 
bers of the Congress at the City Hall by the municipality. 



During the course of the evening Mr. Robert, on behalf 
of the city, made a brief speech, in which he welcomed 
the delegates and wished their work great success. Re- 
sponses were made by Mr. Arnaud, president of the Con- 
gress, and by Mr. Passy, whose remarks, conceived in 
his usual prophetic vein, were received with the greatest 
attention and interest. 

SECOND DAYS' PROCEEDINGS. 

The forenoon of Wednesday was taken up by meet- 
ings of the Commissions, and by the annual meeting of 
the International Peace Bureau. At noon the members 
of the Congress went on an excursion to Moulineaux, 
accompanied by the mayor of Moulineaux. They break- 
fasted together in the Forest. Afterwards they gathered 
about the monument Mobile, where Mr. Spalikowski 
made an address, and Fre'de'ric Passy recited a short 
original poem, " The Two, Harvests." 

The second session of the Congress met at 5 o'clock 
P. M., in the Hotel des Socie'tes Savantes, where all the 
subsequent sessions, except the last, were held. The 
president communicated to the meeting a large number 
of letters and telegrams of greeting from various indi- 
viduals and societies, among others from the Nobel Com- 
mittee of the Norwegian Parliament, from the French 
Educational League, and from various labor organizations. 

The discussions of this session were devoted to the re- 
port of Commission A, on the questions of Armenia and 
Venezuela. The report from the Commission on the 
subject of Armenia was presented by Pierre Quillard, 
director of the journal Pro Armenia, in a very able dis- 
course, in which the whole situation in Armenia and 
Macedonia was set forth. After some discussion, taken 
part in by Madame Severine, Georges Bodereau, and 
Mr. Jouet, the following resolutions were unanimously 
and enthusiastically adopted : 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE ARMENIAN QUESTION. 

" The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress, renewing the wishes 
expressed by the Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Congresses, 

" Notes with satisfaction the action taken, on the initiative 
of the Eleventh Congress, by England, France and Russia in 
multiplying consular agents in Armenia. 

"But it is of the opinion that though this measure may 
prevent or delay to a certain degree wholesale massacres, it 
will not be sufficient to save the whole people from slow and 
progressive extermination. 

"Convinced that the reforms and fundamental guarantees 
demanded by the Armenians may be realized without any 
injury to the territorial integrity of Turkey, and that it is of 
interest to the Turkish populations themselves to take part in 
this work of reform ; 

" Referring to Article 61 of the Treaty of Berlin, by which 
Europe assumed the right and took upon itself the obligation 
to assure to the Armenian populations life, security, liberty 
of travel, peaceable possession of property and liberty of 
conscience ; 

" The Congress declares that it is time, for the honor of 
Europe and the welfare of humanity, that this article should 
have a full and faithful application. 

"The Congress invites the civilized governments and 
peoples to take action as soon as possible, in accordance 
with the memorandum of 1895, by a joint intervention to put 
an end to a state of things which is intolerable and perilous 
to the general peace of the world. 

"The Congress expresses its gratitude to Mesdames Carlier 
and Meyrier because of the efforts made by them in favor of 
Armenia, and also to the editorial staff of ' Pro Armenia ' and 
to its editor-in-chief, Mr. Pierre Guillard." 

A report from Commission A on Venezuela was then 
briefly presented by Mr. Le Foyer. This gave rise to an 
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extended and very interesting discussion, regarding the 
Hague Court, etc., which was taken part in by Messrs. 
Hubbard, Jouet, Dumas, Moch, Le Foyer, Arnaud and 
Trueblood. The following resolutions were then unani- 
mously voted : 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE VENEZUELAN INCIDENT. 

" The Congress, without entering into an examination of 
the claims of the European powers, and without passing 
judgment upon the dilatory methods employed by Venezuela, 

"Recalling the fundamental principle of justice, that no 
one can be a judge in his own case, 

"Deplores the acts of hostility committed against Venezuela 
by the German and English naval forces, 

" And is of the opinion that the destruction of private and 
public property gives ground for an indemnity from the powers 
and for a reduction in their credits. 

" On the other hand, the Congress is happy to note that the 
Venezuelan difficulties, which at first led to military action, 
were soon put in the way of solution by means of diplomacy 
and arbitration. 

" It renders homage to the United States for its interven- 
tion, and particularly to Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Bowen. 

"It is especially glad that a part of the controversy has 
been referred to the Hague Court." 

WORK OP THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 

The International Council of Women was represented 
in the Congress by the Countess di Brazza, delegate 
from the American National Council. Having to leave 
the Congress, she was asked to speak at the end of this 
session. After calling attention to what the Council was 
doing in support of arbitration, she explained in an im- 
passioned address, a system of peace education of chil- 
dren, to which she and others were devoting themselves, 
by means of pictures, colors, etc. The subject elicited 
a good deal of sympathy in the audience, and Frederic 
Passy, Madame Severine and Maria Pognon expressed 
their cordial approval of the method set forth by the 
Countess. 

RECEPTION GIVEN ISY THE ROUEN PEACE SOCIETY. 

In the evening a reception was given to the delegates 
in one of the halls of the Hotel des Societe's Savantes by 
the members of the Rouen Peace Society. It was a 
very pleasant affair. Speeches were made by Messrs. 
Spalikowski, Passy, Arnaud and Novicow, and by 
Madame Severine, the lady journalist, whose power of 
ready and effective speech made her a favorite on all 
festive occasions. 

THE THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The Congress met on Thursday morning, at half past 
nine o'clock. 

On the proposition of Hodgson Pratt, supported by 
Commission A, the following resolution regarding the 
South African war was adopted : 

As regards the annexation of the Transvaal and the Orange 
Free State, by Great Britain, the Congress considers it an im- 
perative duty to declare that annexation by violence is always 
contrary to the fundamental principles of international justice. 

A copy of this resolution shall be addressed to the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs of all the civilized nations. 

A report on the Macedonian question was then sub- 
mitted by Commission A, through Mr. Jouet, who por- 
trayed the wretched condition of the Balkans in a speech 
of much force. The discussion on the resolutions offered 
by him was participated in by Mr. Novicow, J. G. Alex- 
ander, Dr. G. B. Clark, Mr. Bodereau, Mr. Moneta, Mr. 
Hubbard, Mr. Arnaud, Mr. Lariey, Mr. Fox-Bourne of 
the Aborigines Protective Society, and Mr. Anderson 



(colored) of Philadelphia. We have rarely seen a finer 
display of the- sense of justice and human rights than in 
this discussion, which lasted until noon. The following 
resolutions were voted at the close of the discussion : 

Whereas, the European powers, in Article 23 of the Treaty 
of Berlin, have pledged themselves jointly to secure from the 
Turkish government the needed reforms among the mixed 
populations of his European provinces; and 

Whereas, it is their imperative duty to stop the shedding of 
blood ; 

The Congress addresses an urgent appeal to the civilized 
nations, and especially to the powers signatory of the Berlin 
treaty, to put an end, by common action, to the extermination 
which is going on. 

The members of the Congress furthermore pledge them- 
selves to use their utmost endeavors to see that this appeal to 
the powers is heard by the governments. 

The Congress recalls, furthermore, the fact that the Treaty 
of San Stefano adopted as its basis the principle of the right 
of peoples freely to dispose of themselves. 

At the close of the session a letter was read from Mr. 
Leroy Dupre, of the Society for the Protection of 
Natives, asking in favor of the natives of the colonies 
the same manifestation of interest as in favor of the in- 
habitants of civilized countries. The sentiments of the 
letter were warmly applauded. 

LUNCHEON AT BONSECOURS. 

Most of the members of the Congress went at noon 
on an excursion to Bonsecoiirs, where there is a fine 
monument to Joan of Arc. They lunched together in 
the Restaurant du (Jygne, where the usual postprandial 
speeches ended the program. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

At the opening of the afternoon session the following 
telegram from Mr. Combes, President of the French 
Cabinet, was read : 

To the Prefect, Rouen: Mr. Emile Arnaud, president, has 
transmitted to me a message of felicitation and of devotion to 
the government voted by the Twelfth Universal Peace Con- 
gress. I pray you to express to him the warmest thanks of 
the government, which has been deeply touched by this 
manifestation. 

Several other communications to the Congress were 
read, among which was a telegram from Baron Pirquet 
of Austria. This telegram led to the adoption of the 
following resolution, offered by the Baroness von Suttner : 

The Congress unites fully with the Eleventh Interpar- 
liamentary Conference held at Vienna in the wish that a new 
intergovernmental conference may be held, to take up again 
the question of an arrest of armaments, as officially suggested 
by the Hague Conference. 

THE QUESTION OF DISARMAMENT. 

The remainder of the afternoon was devoted to the 
subject of disarmament. The subject was handled in a 
most -direct, courageous and practical way, and the debate 
on it, in which some twenty of the leading members of 
the Congress took part, was one of the finest we have 
ever heard in a peace congress or anywhere else. 

On the proposition of Mr. Hubbard, a member of the 
French Chamber of Deputies, a resolution was adopted 
which urged that a motion should be introduced into 
the different parliaments inviting the governments to 
provide for a reduction in their next war budgets and 
to enter into agreement on the subject with other 
governments. 

Mr. Houzeau de Lehaie, a member of the Belgian 
Chamber, proposed, as a supplement to the resolution of 
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Baroness von Suttner, a proposition, which was adopted, 
that the Hague Convention for the Pacific 'Settlement of 
Controversies should be henceforth declared open, and 
that any power might adhere to it without condition. 

After these preliminary propositions were disposed of, 
the report of the Commission A on the subject of a 
Truce of Armaments, introduced by Mr. Felix Moscheles, 
was taken up. The report was discussed by W. P. 
Byles, M. P., B. F. Trueblood (who called the attention 
of the Congress to the step in disarmament already taken 
by Chile and the Argentine Republic), G. H. Perris, 
J. Novicow, Baron St. George Armstrong, Mr. Hubbard, 
Dr. G. B. Clark, M. P., E. T. Moneta, Rev. M. Anderson, 
Edwin D. Mead, J. F. Green, Mr. Tabouriech, Miss 
Ellen Robinson and the Countess de Lorrmel, the two 
latter having been commissioned by societies represent- 
ing many thousands of working people to ^support any 
propositions of disarmament which might be brought 
forward. 

The resolutions proposed by the Commission were 
then adopted unanimously, as follows : 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE REDUCTION OP ARMAMENTS. 

The Congress is convinced that the time has come when 
the peace societies should bring to the front in their propa- 
ganda the question of an international truce of armaments. 
During the past year the waste of the public resources occa- 
sioned by the fruitless rivalry of the great powers has assumed 
unheard-of proportions, and has been seriously criticised by 
advanced statesmen in France, in Great Britain, in Germany 
and the United States. The Congress has heard, with great 
satisfaction, of the wise and courageous declarations of Mr. 
Jauros, Mr. d'Estournelles de Constant, and other members 
of the French Chamber in the course of the memorable de- 
bates from the 19th to the 29th of January last. 

The Congress reminds the peace societies and their friends 
throughout the world of the following resolutions voted by 
the Hague Conference: 

" The Conference considers that a reduction of the military 
burdens which weigh upon the world at the present time is 
very desirable, for the increase of the material welfare of 
humanity. The Conference expresses the wish that the gov- 
ernments, taking account of the propositions made in the 
Conference, may take into consideration the possibility of an 
agreement concerning a limitation of the armed forces on land 
and sea and of the military budgets." 

The Congress invites the friends of peace in all countries 
to urge upon their governments that they take up, without 
delay, the consideration of this question; and that they take 
measures for the calling of a new international conference 
with the aim of bringing about a truce of armaments and their 
final reduction. 

As a means toward this end, the Congress proposes to 
the International Peace Institute to collect all valuable docu- 
ments treating of the most efficacious manner of bringing 
about an arrest of armaments, and of military and naval ex- 
penses, in order that, on the basis of these documents, a prac- 
tical project may be drawn up and submitted to the powers 
represented in the Permanent Court at The Hague. 

Dr. Clark, after calling attention to the partial disarm- 
ament and reduction of budgets which had for some time 
been going on in Italy, moved that the Congress invite 
President Loubet to take the initiative in a negotiation 
among the governments with a view to reduction of 
armaments. The following resolution was adopted and 
telegraphed to Mr. Loubet : 

The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress respectfully prays 
Mr. Emile Loubet, President of the French Republic, to use 
his great personal influence toward the early opening of nego- 
tiations among the governments with a view to the reduc- 
tion of armaments. 

It having been pointed out by Mr. Hubbard that 



President Loubet could not, according to the French 
Constitution, take the initiative in such a negotiation, the 
following resolution was adopted and telegraphed to Mr. 
Combes, President of the French Ministry : 

The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress respectfully prays 
the government of the French Republic to take upon itself 
the glorious initiative in a negotiation among the governments 
with the view of a general and simultaneous reduction of 
armaments. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. Tabou- 
riech, was also adopted : 

The Congress expresses the wish that the advocates of 
peace in each country may support all measures looking toward 
a reduction of the time of military service. 

RECEPTION BY THE LABOR BOURSE. 

In the evening a reception was given to the members 
of the Congress by the Labor Bourse of Rouen. This 
meeting was a large and most effective one. Several 
hundred laboring men attended and showed the deepest 
and most appreciative interest in all the proceedings. 
Every expression of disapproval of war and of the great 
armaments now existing was cheered to the echo. Short 
addresses were made by Frederic Passy, Mr. Feldhaus 
of Germany, Mr. Le Foyer, Mr. Hubbard, J. Fred. Green, 
of London, Mr. Giretti of Italy, the Baroness von Sutt- 
ner (who was received " with thunders of applause," 
said one of the dailies), Mr. Novicow, Madame Severine, 
Madame Pognon, and Mr. Allegret, a delegate from the 
Christian Peace Society of Havre. " What a beautiful 
and good festival of fraternity it was," said the " Depeche 
de Rouen." " It was the commingling of languages and 
nationalities. One saw there English, Germans, Aus- 
trians, Belgians, Russians, Americans, Italians, who 
brought the greetings of the workingmen of their 
countries to those of France. It was also the regenera- 
tion of hearts and the true fraternity of races, for Mr. 
and Mrs. Anderson of Philadelphia told of the sufferings 
of the black race so long persecuted. It was also a 
veritable festival of reconciliation of classes, for the 
Austrian patrician, Baroness von Suttner, the Countess 
de Limay, Baron Armstrong, and others representing the 
old privileged classes, touched elbows with the modest 
working people of Rouen, and the representatives of the 
Socialist working classes of England." 

LAST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

At the opening of Friday morning's session Lucia 
Ames Mead called the attention of the members of the 
Congress to the condition of the Bloch Museum of War 
and Peace at Lucerne, which she had recently visited 
and inspected. The Museum she had found far from 
what it ought to be. There were large sections of it 
still unutilized. The display of war instruments was 
much more conspicuous than the peace exhibit. She 
felt that in its present condition the Museum was not 
fully meeting the wishes of its founder, and she called 
upon all the friends of peace to do what they could to 
supply the material still wanting to make it an effective 
agency of peace propaganda. 

The first business taken up after Mrs. Mead's remarks, 
and the reading of several letters and telegrams of greet- 
ing, was a report from Commission A, presented by 
Mr. Novicow, on the subject of a rapprochement be- 
tween France and Germany. This subject had been in- 
troduced to the Congress by the Franco-German League 



1903. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



205 



of Munich, which proposed that the practical means of 
bringing about a better understanding between the two 
countries should be studied. The subject gave rise to 
a very spirited discussion in the Commission, and it was 
soon discovered that the statu quo, suggested by some 
members as a basis of reconciliation, was objectionable 
to others. The following resolution was therefore agreed 
upon in Committee and voted by the Congress after 
brief discussion : 

Whereas, A rapprochement between France and Germany is 
greatly to be desired ; 

Whereas, Such a rapprochement is necessary for the suc- 
cessful organization and maintenance of a durable peace; 

Whereas, Such a rapprochement necessitates the pacific 
solution of every controversy that exists or may arise between 
the two countries; 

The Twelfth International Peace Congress puts upon the 
program of the next Congress, which will be held outside of 
the interested countries, the question of the best means of 
reaching this solution and this rapprochement, and charges 
the Berne Bureau to make a preliminary study of the subject. 

A communication from the International Peace Bureau 
was read by Mr. Ducommun, the secretary, giving infor- 
mation as to the progress which had been made in the 
study which the Bureau had been asked to make of the 
various differences existing between nations, out of which 
serious conflicts are liable to arise. The Congress ex- 
pressed its sincere thanks to Mr. Ducommun for his most 
earnest and efficient services. 

The Congress then took up a report from the Com- 
mission on International Law on the subject of Free 
Trade, which had been put on the program. The report 
was made by Mr. Houzeau de Lehaie of Belgium, and 
gave rise to an earnest discussion of some length, in 
which caution was given against extreme action on the 
subject, as many protectionists are warm friends of peace. 
The speakers were Mr. Giretti from Italy, Mr. G. H. 
Perris, Dr. G. B. Clark, Mr. Frederic Passy, Mr. Dumas, 
Mr. Houzeau de Lehaie and Mr. Raqueni. The resolu- 
tions proposed by the Commission were, after slight 
changes, adopted, and were as follows : 

Whereas, Previous Congresses have expressed wishes in 
favor of free trade ; 

Whereas, Individuals, after paying taxes for the public 
services, ought to be considered to have fulfilled their bbliga- 
tions to the political community to which they belong; and, 
whereas, when this obligation is fulfilled, the right to freely 
exchange their services with other members of the society of 
civilized nations, without any interference from the political 
community, arises from the principle of the inviolability of 
the human personality, proclaimed by several peace con- 
gresses, which carries with it the right to the free disposal of 
the fruits of human labor; 

Whereas, The removal of internal customs barriers has been 
one of the greatest factors in national unification and pacifica- 
tion, and would necessarily be the same in international uni- 
fication and pacification; and, whereas, if the effort to adjust 
international disputes is a good thing, the production of an 
international condition which will prevent them is better; 

The Congress congratulates the Free Trade Associations on 
their efforts, which cannot but be helpful to the cause of peace, 
and calls upon all the friends of peace to aid them in obtain- 
ing the gradual and simultaneous reduction of protective 
tariffs by international agreements. 

The Peace Congress, in order to bring these societies into 
closer relations with itself, invites them to send delegates to 
it, conformably to Article I. of its statutes. 

On motion of Mr. Giretti of Italy a vote of sympathy 
for those in England now engaged in the effort to main- 
tain free trade was passed, and on motion of Mr. Ra- 



querie one recommending the formation of parliamentary 
free trade groups. The following resolution proposed 
by the International Law Commission was then enthusi- 
astically voted : 

Whereas, It is of great importance that recourse to the 
Hague Arbitration Court be made easy for the different states, 

The Congress expresses its gratitude to Mr. Carnegie for the 
gift which he has made, and its hope that other benefactions 
will be made sufficient to cover the permanent expenses of all 
recourse to the Court. 

At this point, Mr. Adeline, general secretary of the 
International Federation of Employees, who had just 
arrived, presented to the Congress an address from the 
second international congress of the Federation, express- 
ing hearty approval of the mission of the Congress, and 
pleading for arbitration and general disarmament. 

Mr. Spalikowski was then called to the chair, and Mr. 
Arnaud presented a report from the International Law 
Commission on the subject of the Droit de la Paix (the 
Law of Peace), the chief point of which was that through 
the Hague Conventions international law has now passed 
into the domain of positive law. The resolutions pre- 
sented by Mr. Arnaud and unanimously adopted were as 
follows : 

Whereas, Conventions become law for the parties thereto; 

Whereas, In the absence of a legislative body, international 
law arises from conventions; 

Whereas, Article 48 of the intergovernmental Convention of 
The Hague for the pacific settlement of international disputes 
presumes an appeal by the arbitrators to the law of nations; 

Whereas, The preamble of the intergovernmental Convention 
of The Hague on the laws and customs of war on land imposes 
on the nations respect for "the principles of international 
law, as derived from established usages among civilized na- 
tions, from the laws of humanity and the demands of public 
conscience;" 

The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress notes with great 
satisfaction that these conventions, voted unanimously by the 
plenipotentiaries of twenty-six states, signed and ratified, con- 
sequently having become the law of their signatories, have 
brought international law in a formal manner into the domain 
of positive law; 

That all the principles resulting at once from the established 
usages of nations, from the laws of humanity and the demands 
of public conscience, are now established by convention among 
the majority of the civilized states, and hence are a part of 
positive law, and that usages contrary to the laws of humanity 
and the demands of public conscience are set aside; 

Declares that it is most important to codify as early as pos- 
sible the principles in question, that is, the laws which from 
now on are to govern international society, and to teach them. 

To this end, the Congress appeals (1) to all professors of in- 
ternational law, praying them to teach the law of peace, and, 
as here pointed out, to demonstrate in their teaching the in- 
disputable existence of international law of a positive charac- 
ter; (2) to the parliamentary peace groups,;inviting them to 
introduce into their respective parliaments a motion calling 
for the nomination of an international commission, charged 
with the elaboration of a draft of the principles and rules of 
the law of nations, conformable to the needs and aspirations 
of the society of civilized nations with its growing conscious- 
ness and solidarity. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, it was voted that the par- 
liamentary groups be invited to introduce the motion 
suggested by Mr. Arnaud, as far as possible, on the same 
day, say the 18th of May. 

THE LAST SESSION. 

The last session of the Congress was opened in the 
City Hall at 2 o'clock. 

A resolution was presented by Senator La Fontaine 
from the International Law Commission on the subject 
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of legitmate self-defense, with an attempt at definition 
of the circumstances in which a nation may exercise 
this right. The subject had given rise to a long discus- 
sion in committee, the minority taking the ground that 
the subject did not come within the scope of the work 
of a peace congress. The English and the American 
delegations were practically solidly united in opposition 
to the taking up of the subject. After Mr. La Fontaine's 
report, the previous question was moved by Mr. Hodgson 
Pratt, and he was supported by B. F. Trueblood and 
others. After a lengthy discussion, in which Mr. Gaston 
Moch, the author of the proposition, Mr. Moneta, Mr. 
Hubbard, Mr. Sabbatier and others took part, a motion 
to postpone the subject to a future European congress 
was carried by a good majority. 

The following resolution from the International Law 
Commission was introduced by G. H. Perris, and after 
a brief discussion by Dr. W. E. Darby and Mr. Thomas 
Snape, was adopted with but two votes in opposition : 

The Congress, noting with satisfaction the success of the 
propaganda in favor of a Franco-English entente, expresses the 
■wish that future supplementary agreements between the states 
signatory of the Hague Peace Convention may conform to the 
following conditions: 

(1) They shall be extended to questions not covered in the 
Hague Convention. 

(2) They shall have the character of arbitration conventions 
and not alone of conciliation. 

(3) They shall, as far as possible, be of a permanent and ob- 
ligatory character. 

(4) The recourse to arbitration provided for by them shall 
be to the Hague Court alone. 

The following propositions, originating with Professor 
Merignac, reported from the International Law Com- 
mission by Senator La Fontaine, were also adopted with- 
out opposition : 

The principle of the freedom of the air is recognized to be 
necessary, as well as that of the freedom of the sea. 

The Congress invites the Commission on Legislation to study 
and fix the limitations to be given to the application of this 
principle. 

The Congress invites to this subject the special attention of 
the committee on codification which may eventually be ap- 
pointed by the governments to codify the laws of peace. 

The governments signatory of the Hague declaration of 1899, 
forbidding for a period of five years " the throwing of pro- 
jectiles and explosives from balloons or in other new analo- 
gous ways," are urgently requested to renew this declaration, 
the force of which will expire at the end of July, 1904. 

This resolution shall be transmitted to the different govern- 
ments, and the Congress invites the members of the different 
parliaments to call the attention of their respective govern- 
ments to the renewal of the declaration. 

The Congress then adopted a series of resolutions, re- 
ported by Mr. Ruyssen from the Commission on Propa- 
ganda, recommending the holding of national peace 
congresses each year, as preparatory to and in aid of the 
work of the International Congress. 

On the motion of Maria Pognon, the following was 
adopted : 

The Twelfth Universal Peace Congress congratulates the 
women of New Zealand, Australia and the States of Wyoming 
and Colorado, etc., on having acquired the right to vote, and 
expresses the hope that they will give their votes only to can- 
didates having in their program international peace through 
arbitration. 

The Congress further voted in approval of the idea of 
an international postage stamp, of the creation of a 
propaganda fund, against the bearing of arms by soldiers 



in time of peace, in favor of propaganda by means of 
periodical peace posters, inviting ministers of religion not 
to associate any act of worship, prayer, preaching or 
singing with murderous enterprises, and in favor of the 
adoption of the 18th of May as a universal peace festival. 

THE PEACE CONGRESS NEXT YEAK. 

The American delegation, supported in their invitation 
by the names of more than fifty prominent men and 
women of the United States, Andrew D. White, Andrew 
Carnegie, Hon. John W. Foster, Hon. George F. Ed- 
munds, Hon. William I. Buchanan, George Foster Pea- 
body, Albert K. Smiley, Mrs. Mary A. Livermore, Mrs. 
Charles Russell Lowell, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, and 
others, extended an invitation to the Congress to hold its 
session next year in the United States at some time dur- 
ing the St. Louis Exposition, the place and date later to 
be agreed upon. After remarks on the subject by 
B. F. Trueblood, Professor Bracq of Vassar College and 
Mr. Anderson of Philadelphia, setting forth the impor- 
tance of the occasion in the United States next year, the 
Congress voted unanimously and enthusiastically in favor 
of the acceptance of the invitation. 

APPEAL TO THE NATIONS. 

The secretary of the Peace Bureau, Mr. Ducommun, 
then presented an Appeal to the Nations, similar to that 
which has been annually sent out by the Congress. It is 
as follows : 

Our work has now become so extended that the peace move- 
ment will henceforth embrace all the nations of the world. 
We are convinced that it is possible in our day to extend the 
reign of law over the entire globe. During the latter half of 
the Nineteenth Century security was established over the 
whole surface of the ocean. Piracy has been suppressed and 
ships may now go and come freely over the remotest seas. 

Our ancestors did not know the globe throughout its entire 
extent. They had, doubtless, some reason to fear continually 
that savages and barbarians might come forth from the mys- 
terious regions of the earth, and spread death throughout the 
civilized lands. The international anarchy and the profound 
misery which would result from such invasions presented 
themselves to the mind as disasters as terrible as storms. 
Perceiving no possibility of putting an end to the evils which 
afflicted them, our ancestors declared that the earth was a vale 
of tears, and that the happiness of the people as a whole was 
a Utopia. 

Being at the present time able to look at things from a dia- 
metrically opposite point of view, we can boldly affirm that 
happiness is not only possible but even easy of realization. 
Savagery has been almost eliminated, barbarism overcome, 
and international anarchy no longer exists except at the will 
of the civilized nations. Their disunion alone creates misery. 
Let this disunion disappear, and the reign of law will establish 
itself everywhere, and the wealth of the nations, increasing 
prodigiously, will become great enough to suffice for the wel- 
fare of all. 

It was vain to hope for the establishment of international 
order so long as savagery and barbarism were in the as- 
cendency. But it is no longer vain; it is entirely legitimate 
to hope for it, now that the domination of the globe belongs 
in fact to eight or nine great civilized nations. Happiness, 
then, is now possible, and our miseries may be brought to an 
immediate end. If we only will it, this can be accomplished 
to-morrow. 

Feeling the force of these impressions, the Twelfth Uni- 
versal Peace Congress, met at Rouen from the 22d to the 25th 
of September, 1903, has voted a number of resolutions upon 
international questions which have directly in view the future 
security of the peoples of the world. 

As a result of mature deliberation among the delegates of 
peace societies belonging to a large number of countries of 
Europe and America, it has also formulated conclusions and 
adopted resolutions touching fundamental principles upon 
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the most important events of the politics of the day, from the 
point of view of the demands of justice and humanity. 

Feeling that it has had a high duty to fulfill, it has occupied 
itself with the events which have taken place or are taking 
place in South Africa, Armenia, Macedonia and elsewhere. 

It has shown the possibility of creating friendly relations 
between nations hitherto divided. Finally it lias laid the 
practical basis for the definitive establishment of institutions 
of a juridic order, which will in the near future assure peace 
on earth and the welfare of the families of the earth. 

It hopes that its appeal will be heard by all those who have 
at heart the salvation of the nations, through the establish- 
ment of peace, as the condition of a better future. 
For the Twelfth Universal Peace Congress, 

Emilb Aknaud, President, 
Elie Ducommun, Secretary. 

This appeal was approved, and after votes of thanks to 
the President, to the Rouen Peace Society, and to the 
city and people of Rouen, the Congress was declared 

ClOSed. CLOSING BANQUET. 

In the evening members of the Congress to the num- 
ber of two hundred took part in a banquet at the Chateau- 
Baubet, Isle Lacroix. After a magnificent dinner, 
speeches in glorification of peace, in praise of the French 
peace workers, etc., were indulged in till well towards 
midnight. Mr. Eugene Fosse, Prefect of the Department, 
presided, and speeches were made by the Prince of 
Monaco, by Mr. Spalikowski, chairman of the Committee 
on Organization, Mr. Robert, vice-mayor of Rouen, Mr. 
Alldgret and Mr. Follin from Havre, the Baroness von 
Suttner, Mr. Fre'de'ric Passy (who wore the red necklace 
of " Commander of the Legion of Honor," with which he 
had been recently decorated by the French government), 
Mr. Arnaud, Mr. Novicow, Mr. Moneta, Mr. Houzeau de 
Lehaie, Mr. M. Vasseur, Mr. Halley, Madame Se"verine 
and others. Most of the speakers laid emphasis on the 
great gain which the cause of peace has made, and the 
great hope which may be cherished of the speedy and 
complete triumph of the cause. 

EXCURSION TO HAVRE AND RECEPTION BY THE CITY 
AUTHORITIES. 

On Saturday morning after the close of the Congress 
a large number of the delegates went on an excursion 
down the Seine to Havre. The day was a delightful 
one and the trip much enjoyed. At Havre a reception 
was given to the excursionists by Mr. Jules Siegfried, 
Deputy and Ex-Minister, at his villa at Ingouville, and a 
banquet by the Municipality. On Sunday afternoon a 
great meeting was held in one of the large halls, which 
was attended by two thousand people. This was organ- 
ized by the Christian young men of Havre and was a 
great success, addresses being given by several of the lead- 
ing members of the Congress, among whom was Edwin 
D. Mead from this country. 



The Twenty=first Conference of the 
International Law Association. 

The International Law Association, which was founded 
in 1873 through the efforts of Dr. James B. Miles, at that 
time secretary of the American Peace Society, has grown 
to be one of the most important bodies dealing with in- 
ternational questions. The Association has at the pres- 
ent time a membership of nearly four hundred, among 
whom are a number of the most distinguished lawyers, 
statesmen and publicists of the civilized nations. The 



Association has already held, in the thirty years of its exis- 
tence, twenty conferences, and has discussed many of the 
questions which indirectly as well as directly have to do 
with the extension and further development of law in the 
mutual relations of the nations. 

The Twenty-first Conference of the Association was 
held at Antwerp, Belgium, from the 29th of September 
to the 2d of October. About one hundred members of 
the Association attended. They came from England, 
Scotland, Belgium, Denmark, France, Spain, Germany, 
Italy and the United States. Among the more distin- 
guished were Auguste Beernaert, Ex-President of the 
Belgian Chamber of Deputies, Baron Lambermont of 
Belgium, the distinguished statesman and arbitrator, Sir 
Walter Phillimore and Sir William Kennedy of the 
British High Court of Justice, Mr. Louis Franck of Ant- 
werp, Dr. Paul Govare of Paris, Mr. Gray Hill, President 
of the English Law Society, Senator Marcoartu of Madrid, 
Dr. C. Noble Gregory, Dean of the Iowa University Law 
School, Mr. Cephas Brainerd of New York, Senator 
Picard of Brussels, Dr. Martin, President of the High 
Hanseatic Court, Hamburg, etc. 

The members of the Conference were received by the 
municipal authorities of Antwerp in the reception room 
of the City Hall, at ten o'clock on Tuesday. Mr. Des- 
guin, on behalf of the burgomaster and the aldermen 
and councillors of the city, in a brief and interesting 
speech bade the members of the Conference welcome. 
He declared that the commercial city of Antwerp took 
an enormous interest in questions of international law. 
Since this law extended across all frontiers, united all 
peoples and- established rules which applied to periods of 
peace and of war alike, he felt that the development of 
international law tended to the establishment of universal 
justice and harmony, and believed that the time would 
come when justice would dominate the relations of 
nations. 

Sir Walter Phillimore, president of the Administrative 
Council of the Association, expressed the thanks of the 
members for the hearty welcome which had been ex- 
tended to them and the interest shown in the work of 
the Association by the city authorities. 

The first session of the Conference was then held in 
the council room of the City Hall. Mr. Beernaert was 
chosen president, and Baron Lambermont honorary 
president. A vice-president was named from each of 
the countries represented, Dean Gregory of Iowa being 
chosen for the United States. J. G. Alexander and G. G. 
Phillimore from London, secretaries of the Association, 
were chosen secretaries with two asssistants. 

Mr. Beernaert, on opening the Conference, delivered 
a most interesting address. He mentioned a number of 
distingnished members of the Association who had 
passed away. He recalled the fact that Dr. Miles, when 
he made his visit to Europe, found in Belgium a warm 
reception for his ideas, and that it was at Brussels that 
the Association was organized in 1873. One of the pur- 
poses of the Association was the codification of the law 
of nations, but they had found that it was necessary 
first to do something for the creation of the law itself. 
The Association had opened a tribune for all sorts of 
economic and juridic questions interesting humanity and 
related to the progress of international law. After men- 
tioning a large number of these questions, he spoke 



